THE SPEECH IS MADE IN CHINESE. WE - THE TWO FORMER BAYWATCH LIFEGUARDS, ONE THEN A PRESIDENT JUDGE AT MY RIGHT HAND, WITH WHOSE HANDSOME STYLE I WAS SOMETIMES A BIT HARD-PRESSED TO KEEP UP - AND I CANNOT UNDERSTAND A WORD, AND IT IS NOT TRANSLATED INSTANTLY. ALTHOUGH SPOKEN AT US, IT IS MOST LIKELY NOT FOR US AT FIRST. WHILE DURING OUR WORKING SESSIONS THERE WAS A GOOD BIT OF GIVE AND TAKE, SPARRING, CHAFFERING AND PETTIFOGGING BY US AND BY THE OTHER CHINESE JUDGES (WE ARE LAWYERS AND JUDGES AFTER ALL . . . ) EXERTING THEIR EFFORTS TO INFLUENCE HIM AS TO WHAT TO DO TO REFORM THE SYSTEM, STILL, WITH THE DISTINGUISHED SENIOR APPELLATE JUDGE IN HIS GRAY SUIT ALWAYS AT HIS RIGHT HAND HE COLLECTED ALL THE THREADS OF THE DISCUSSIONS IN HIS HANDS ALONE AND CAREFULLY ARTICULATED THE RESULT. FIRST OF ALL JUDGE SONG LAYS DOWN THE LAW, THE DECISION HE HAS COME TO, FOR THE OTHER CHINESE WHO ALL HEAR HIM AT THE SAME TIME. IN EFFECT, HE IS TELLING THEM "THIS IS HOW IT'S GOING TO BE." THEY DIGEST THAT FOR A FEW SECONDS, THEN IT IS TRANSLATED FOR US AS SOMETHING LIKE THANK YOU FOR SHARING YOUR VALUABLE PERSPECTIVES ON THE LAW. PLEASE ACCEPT THESE GIFTS TO REMEMBER THIS OCCASION. THIS PUTS THE OFFICIAL SEAL ON THE DEAL SO TO SPEAK.

AFTER THIS THERE IS A SPECIAL FILING-BY OF ONE ANOTHER. THE ROOM SOMEHOW IS SPECIALLY CONSTRUCTED FOR THIS IT SEEMS. AS WE EXITED ONE DOOR, WHICH ONE CAN JUST MAKE OUT BEHIND ME IN THE PHOTO, AND DOWN A NARROW LITTLE HALLWAY, IF I RECALL JUST RIGHT, THE CHINESE JUDGES WERE EXITING THE ROOM IN THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION OUT ANOTHER DOOR BUT INTO THE SAME HALLWAY (YOU KNOW IT MYSTIFIED US, WE LOOKED OVER OUR SHOULDERS AT THEMGOING THE OTHER WAY(!), THERE WE WERE THINKING WE WERE ALL WALKING OUT TOGETHER SEE BUT THEY WENT THE OTHER WAY) AND IN THE HALLWAY WE WALKED BACK TOWARD EACH OTHER, THEN PASSED EACH OTHER AND EACH PERSON SMILED, BOWED A BIT OR NODDED OR SHOOK HANDS THE BRIEFEST OF SECONDS IN PASSING. THIS WAS THE FORMALIZED COLLEGIAL HANDSHAKE AND GOODBYE. SOME OF THE CHINESE JUDGES HAD TO RETURN TO THEIR COURTROOMS TO WORK THE REST OF THE DAY. ONE OR TWO WENT WITH US TO THE NEXT PHASE, A VISIT TO A NEW CRIMINAL JUSTICE CENTER WHERE WE HAD A LUNCH IN THE DINING ROOM.

THE FEELING WAS AS IF YOU WERE IN A PLANETARIUM AND ALL THE PLANETS IN THE SOLAR SYSTEM WERE WHIZZING AROUND YOU. YOU HAD THE FEELING SOMETHING MONUMENTAL WAS OCCURRING, BUT AS GEORGE LUCAS HAS THE JEDI MASTER YODA SAY IT WAS "DIFFICULT TO SEE, ALWAYS IN MOTION IS THE FUTURE."

THE CHINESE KNEW. WE CALIFORNIAN AMERICANS COULD ONLY SEE THROUGH A GLASS DARKLY SO TO SPEAK.

THROUGH MY TIME, EXPERIENCES AND RELATIONSHIPS IN CHINA I BECAME FAMILIAR AND COMFORTABLE WITH THE TANTALIZING MIRRORS AND LIGHTS WAY OF THE CHINESE, GAINING A FACILITY WITH CHINA.

IT SEEMS TO ME IF OUR GOVERNMENT CAN MOVE ITSELF TO EXECUTE THE PREREQUISITE ENABLING ACTION I MAY YET DO MY BEST WORK BETWEEN AMERICA AND CHINA, INTER ALIA AND FORTHWITH A SIGNIFICANT CONSULAR BUILDING PROJECT OFFICIALDOM HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO MAKE HAPPEN WELL IN SIX YEARS (EXPOSING AMERICA TO BEING THOUGHT WEAK AND LOSING FACE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA), AND SOME CONSULTANT-STYLE THINGIES, IN TANDEM OR SYNERGY WITH U. S. SECRETARY OF STATE CONDOLEEZZA RICE* IN WHOM I REPOSE TRUST AND UNDER WHOM I WOULD BE HONORED TO SERVE AS AUTHORIZED, EMPOWERED AND DIRECTED BY PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH AND OR PERHAPS HIS SUCCESSOR IN OFFICE AND CHINA WHOSE HOSPITALITY, TOLERANCE AND HELP I WILL RELY ON MOST AND FOR WHOM MY WORK WILL BE RESPECTFULLY TRANSPARENT, IN THE YEARS TO COME. I MUST DO THIS MYSELF, OR, AS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN AND NANCY SAID WAS THE REASON WHY THEY THEMSELVES PLANNED OUT PRESIDENT REAGAN'S FUNERAL IN GREAT DETAIL INSTEAD OF LEAVING IT TO OTHERS IS BECAUSE IF LEFT TO THEM THE OTHERS "WILL MESS IT UP". WITNESS THESE PAST 6 YEARS OF NOTHING ACCOMPLISHED IN THIS MATTER. I LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING AGAIN, WITH THE ABILITY TO MOVE FORWARD OVER GROUNDWORK I HAVE ALREADY LAID IN CHINA, CORRUPTION-FREE, WITH THESE CLEVER ANCIENT MODERN PEOPLE IN A CLOSE WORKING YIN/YANG HARMONIOUS RELATIONSHIP.
