LET ME PAUSE THIS NARRATIVE BRIEFLY TO DRAW YOUR RESPECTFUL ATTENTION TO JUDGE SONG. HE IS THE MAN WITH HIS OPEN HAND ACROSS AN OPENED GIFT. HE IS EXPLAINING WHAT THE GIFT IS. I TAKE THIS MOMENT FOR YOU TO CONSIDER HIM, AS HE REPRESENTS SOMETHING NEW TO THOSE OF US WHO SEE CHINA FROM AFAR. IF YOU CONSIDER HIS IMMACULATELY TAILORED SILK SUIT, PERFECTLY COIFFED (DOWN TO THE ELFIN SIDEPOINT) THICK BLACK HAIR YOU WILL SEE HE IS SLEEK AND SHEIK INDEED. HE IS NOTHING LIKE OUR OLD IMAGE OF A COMMUNIST PARTY OFFICIAL FROM THE FORMER SOVIET UNION, NO CHUNKY PEASANT IN AN ILL-FITTING SUIT BANGING HIS SHOE ON THE TABLE IS HE. NO. THIS IS A MAN PERHAPS MORE SMOOTHLY URBANE AND COMPETENT THAN ANY YOU WILL EVER MEET. CONSIDER FOR EXAMPLE OUR MEETING. HE IS, ACTUALLY, CHAIRING THIS MEETING, WHICH THE CHINESE ALL KNOW AND WE DON'T. IN TRUTH, IT IS AS COMPLEX AS A SYMPHONY WITH SEVERAL MOVEMENTS, VOICES, WINDS, BRASS, PERCUSSION, HARP, A TEMPERAMENTAL FIRST VIOLIN AND AS A GUEST SOLIST A NEUROTIC YOUNG ROCK DIVA IN A SHORT DRESS WHO IT MAY BE NOWADAYS IS WEARING NO PANTIES. 8 CHINESE, MALES AND FEMALES (ONE WITH A PDA), DRAWN FROM THE HIGH REACHES OF JUDICIAL POLICYMAKING OF THE CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY AND CENTRAL GOVERNMENT, APPELLATE COURTS, THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT ( A BIT LIKE A SERVICE BUREAU IN OUR STATE DEPARTMENT ), AN OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER AND TRANSLATOR DOCUMENTING EVERY STEP. 4 AMERICANS AMONG WHOM ARE AN ELECTED PRESIDENT JUDGE, A PROSECUTOR, THE UNITED STATES AND INTERNATIONAL LAWYER WHO MADE THIS ALL HAPPEN (AHEM, ME). ADDING A PIQUANT CALIFORNIA JE NE SAIS QUOI FROM THE STATE WHERE IT IS SAID THE LASER, THE CONVERTIBLE AND THE ATM WERE INVENTED, THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT JUDGE, SEATED AT MY RIGHT HAND, AND THE GENTLEMAN NEXT TO HIM WERE ONCE REAL LIFE BAYWATCH LIFEGUARDS, WHICH IF YOU HAVE SEEN THE FINE FILM SPY GAME YOU WILL KNOW HAS ACHIEVED IF NOT EVEN JUST ONE OSCAR, STILL, AT LEAST A FEW MILLION AH-SO!s AMONG ITS INTERESTED VIEWERSHIP IN CHINA. DIFFERENT LANGUAGES. DIFFERENT LEGAL SYSTEMS. DIFFERENT ETHNICITIES AND NATIONALITIES. WHITE FACES - GWEILOS TO SOME CHINESE: GHOSTS, ABOUT WHOM THE REVERED FORMER PREMIER ZHOU EN LAI IS REPORTED TO HAVE PRONOUNCED THE CHINESE VIEW BY SAYING THAT THE COLORED PEOPLE OUTNUMBER THE WHITES 12 TO 1 WHY DON'T WE JUST WIPE THEM OUT? AND YELLOW FACES WHICH THE AMERICAN LAWYERS AND JUDGE CAN RECOLLECT BEING OUSTED FROM THE UN THEN YEARS LATER BEING INSTED BACK INTO THE UN, SUBJECT TO U. S. EXCLUSIONARY LAWS AND DECRIED BY SOME AS THE YELLOW PERIL - CAPITALISM AND COMMUNISM, TO NAME JUST A FEW SNAGS IN THE SILK STOCKINGS OF THESE PROCEEDINGS. LIKE THE LAST SUPPER THIS GROUP NUMBERS TWELVE. TO HOLD TOGETHER SUCH A DIVERSE GROUP OF THIS SIZE IN A SEMBLANCE OF ORDER INVOLVES WHAT BUSINESS SCHOOLS TERM THE MANAGEMENT PROBLEM OF SPAN OF CONTROL. THE RULE ABOUT SPAN OF CONTROL, IF WE CHECKED SAY WITH OUR MBA PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH, IS OFTEN STATED AS ONE PERSON CAN ONLY EFFECTIVELY MANAGE 6 INDIVIDUALS. (THIS MAY REVEAL PART OF THE PROBLEM WITH BIG GOVERNMENT . . . ) YET, IF YOU LOOK CAREFULLY AT THE PHOTO BELOW, YOU WILL BE ABLE TO DISCERN JUDGE SONG MENTALLY HOLDS HIMSELF APART AND MAINTAINS A DETACHED COOLNESS AND TOTAL CONTROL BOTH OF HIMSELF - IN FACT HE IS SO MUCH THE PICTURE OF ONE WHO IS SELF-CONTAINED HERE HE COULD ALMOST BE A MANNEQUIN - AND HIS CONDUCT OF THIS DECIDEDLY MIXED GROUP. THIS IS A NEW THING UNDER OUR POLITICAL SUN. HE IS A CONSUMATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE INTELLIGENT NEW GENERATION OF CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY LEADERSHIP. THE CHINESE THEMSELVES CALL IT COMMUNISM WITH CHINESE CHARACTERISTICS. 
