You see, under international law, China may consider and assert certain seas are just what I had painstakingly pored over in detailed analysis for so long working on the special issue of the international law journal: Historic Bays of China - as an article in the above-mentioned Symposium Proceedings volume contributed by a legal scholar from Italy does about, uh, Taiwan concerning its Historic Rights to underseas treasure. Don't think China learned about it from me: they already knew all about it. China has a well-defined legal history of its historic waters rights regime which is formalized in government maritime bureaus and laws going back to the several governments preceding and including the present People's Republic.

The extensive historic bays area (taking in over 100 islands which are not shown well on this particular map and encompassing hundreds of nautical miles) in the South China Sea furthermore are delineated by a curiously shaped bold line drawn like a upside down shepherd's crook in a map presently posted online by none other than the U. S. Central Intelligence Agency at http://www. lib.utexas.edu/ maps/ middle_east_and_asia/ china_maritime_defensive_perimeter_2007.jpg. Although the map does not show miles very well the shepherd's crook drawn seemingly by a wild wag in the Primitive School of Art style at the CIA appears as long as the north-south lengths of the nations of Thailand, Vietnam and Cambodia and the square miles area inside the crook seem large enough to hold entire other nations shown on the map such as Iraq and Syria (both at the same time: 238,357 square miles.) Considering the entire area is hundreds of miles south of China's mainland this is a pretty good bite, something like when you see those films of a shark lunging for a kill how the first lunge extends the shark towards its prey then the entire jaws and teeth sort of become detached and lunge even further almost actually outside of the shark's head. Well . . . that. In fact, China whose capital is at 39 degrees north latitude (matching in America that of Philadelphia PA Cincinatti OH Indianapolis IN Denver CO and Reno NV) claims its South China Sea maritime boundary based on historic bays rights extends to - get this - 4 degrees north latitude. That is a north-south reach of 35 degrees of latitude. To get down to 4 degrees north latitude in our hemisphere you'd have to go all the way from say Reno Nevada at 39 degrees North latitude [taking in along the way all of Mexico and Central America] to Bogota, Colombia you can see that China's reach - at least according to the Central Intelligence Agency - is breathtaking. If you look at the reach southward only from Hong Kong near China's mainland southernmost point at 22 degrees North latitude to the bottom of the crook at 4 degrees North (that is the extended bite comprising only the superadded 18 degrees of latitude southwards from Hong Kong to the bottom of the Shepherd's Crook which taken together with the ordinary mainland north-south reach totals 35 degrees north-south) to get a sense of the distance north-south in America from Santa Fe NM at 35 degrees north you would have to go all the way to Moose Jaw in the Province of Saskatchewan Canada at 50 degrees North and then three more degrees out into the tundra to equal the Hong Kong - Shepherd's Crook reach. Historic Bays of China may give China priority rights akin to a real sovereignty in these areas which is exclusive (with only slight limitations such as allowing neighboring native fishing cultures unmolested access to fish for food to live) for example economically as to mineral rights, drilling rights for oil and natural gas, and politically and militarily. Huhnhh . . militarily? Yes, militarily - very much so.

Well . . . can you say China has refused the USS Kitty Hawk aircraft carrier and accompanying ships entry to the port of Hong Kong for a Thanksgiving Holiday visit US officials said as reported on the Internet by Yahoo News under an (AFP) byline November 22 2007. Thanksgiving Day.

Mr. Hemmer next interviewed on the air Congressman Joe Sestak (D – Pa), himself a former Vice-Admiral. The Congressman said “America does not have its eye on this ball. Our eye, 40% of our Army, our entire resources of our government is in Iraq [including CINCPAC! who else is out there off station or AWOL from their assigned duty location?] when really the strategic center of gravity economically, financially, politically, overall security is for the next century in the western Pacific." This is worthy of a special mention because it is the first time anyone in the U. S. Government has made any public statement which, though rudimentary, appears to get it. Like Churchill said America is a great good sleeping giant. OK, OK blow the bugle, Reveille, everybody start to wake up, c'mon sleepyheads wake up and smell the coffee . . . uh, sorry, as Isak Dinesen said in Out of Africa after her coffee mill burned down We're just out of coffee but I can offer you tea.

Karen Peak, a U. S. Navy mom with a son aboard The Kittyhawk emailed to Bill Hemmer on his BYA BECAUSE YOU ASKED feature asking what had happened, she wanted to know about how this all affected her son . . . but there was no answer. No Answer? The mighty U. S. Navy Pacific Command? No answer? What's up with that? Admiral there was an Office of Naval Intelligence that had a fine reputation. Whatever happened to ONI? 

These smart people – the Admiral in charge of the U. S. Pacific Command for Pete’s sweet sake, and therefore all those within the Command - professing ignorance of the reason is inexcusable. China had previously publicly solemnly warned America that dealing with the Dalai Lama would have extremely serious consequences for the U. S. – China relationship. Admiral, the man in your chair is supposed to know these things. What? Yes, yes that port is left starboard is right thing is important too, we don't want any U. S. Navy ships in your Command crashing into other ships in places like Hong Kong. Tell all of your sailors, please.

Congressman Sestak (D-Pa. Vice-Admiral USN Ret.) said it could be tit for tat because America had dealt with the Dalai Lama. Ya think?

Historic Bays may trigger sensitive, protectionest and sometimes exclusionary territoriality responses from a government partly because its citizens or nationals are often living there on islands or in adjacent coastal land areas called littorals. An image kept coming to my mind also from my times as an amateur ornithology wildlife field worker and birdwatcher. I saw a migratory duck that only had one leg fly up out of a lake. I learned that snapping turtles living in such lakes come up underwater below ducks on the surface of the lake and snap off one of their feet. The duck will still come to such lakes but will not be able to take things so for granted there. Keep a weather eye out for the locals! Flare-ups in the U. S. – China military relationship caused for example by flash points like the Taiwan Straits or The Dalai Lama – may make China . . . well . . . snappish.

There was an incident much-remarked in the press that U. S. President George W. Bush, who we all know is also the Commander In Chief, once said too "I'm the decider." Well, in this case he is still the Commander In Chief but the announcement by the Foreign Minister of China, which gave no explanation for the action, managed to use the word decide in 2 forms in the one or two sentence announcement. All of the Asian nations in the region understand it quite well. It's quite simple. In its historic bays China is the decider.

Zhang Lu's good report with video footage of the Third China - U. S. Strategic Economic Dialogue December 12-13 2007 in Beijing on CCTV ChinaBiz business and news program showed The Chinese Foreign Minister, I believe it was him I saw seated next to Vice-Premier Wu Yi across the tables from the U. S. high level officials, which I imagine he enjoyed after the Hong Kong incidents much the way a liqueurs connoisseur has a chaser to wash down a first drink. Did I say seated across from our U. S. people? Oh no no no. I meant to say he was seated smilingly across from our high level officials.

Yesterday, November 15, 2007, the U. S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission issued at www. uscc. gov its 2007 Report, the same day incidentally the U. S. Congress goes on Thanksgiving Break. Unlike we ordinary Americans who get just one Thursday, often stretched into what is called a long, that is 4-day, Thanksgiving weekend the Members of Congress will return to their sessions on December 4 . . . 19 days later (!) - now that's what I call a long weekend. The Report which may be viewed at www. uscc. gov and which I have read once, states clearly in the PDF format at page 13 under the heading THE TAIWAN STRAIT "Contingencies involving Taiwan remain the focus of Chinese planning and force acquisition in the near future." The Report is heavy on China's Navy buildup in "green water" areas. Ah, so . . . "green water" areas . . . Historic Bays! These may extend the special sea rights of a major maritime power - oh, say, around offshore islands - by thousands of extra nautical square miles. Incidentally, and inscrutably to our sons and daughters of John Paul Jones in Annapolis, The Pacific Fleet, and the new Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Admiral Mullen, Confucius say China's Navy is an integral part of the People's LiberationArmy. The Report has some other seriously disturbing language raising old ghosts long thought exorcised . . . attacks on Guam and Okinawa of all things, denial of sea lanes - on pain of U. S. aircraft carriers coming under attack by China aimed at sinking - in areas 400 miles out beyond Taiwan for Pete's sweet sake and a song we once learned in German to the tune of The Horst Wessel March, uh . . . how can I put this:
lots of new submarines, whee! . . . 

So: Historic Bays indeed! Who knew? Well, actually . . . me. China which, unlike the U. S. corrupt political parties-pols-military/industrial/political branches complex-special interests-secret police-media interlocking dead matrix, listens to me seems to be snapping it up like pancakes at the Marathon, New York Maple Syrup Festival.

China may claim Historic Bays not only in parts of The Straits of Taiwan but also in parts of The South China Sea which, as featured in the fine film titled purely coincidentally Armageddon, has very large offshore oil deposits. These may play into the present wild card game of crude oil demand, with prices driven in large measure by China whose growth is gulping down the world's oil like a drunken sailor. One market watch TV oil analyst reported last week that by 2010 China will be consuming 70% of the oil available on the world's markets. On November 16 2007 Wei Sue Loke the cool elegant host of BizChina featured a report by the personable Wang Mangmang stating that "20 years ago China was East Asia's largest exporter of oil, today it is East Asia's largest importer of oil."

Incidentally, in the it's all about money category (see also Chapter 8 Mickey Mantle and Jimmy Ling of my book at www.johnwstevenson.com) which seems to become ever more entwined with the question of oil supplies, one thing many Americans may not fully realize is that the entire crude oil-shipping-refining-fuel oil-gasoline stream of commerce all the way down to you pumping your own gas into your own car, is all done by cash sale, just as you see the gallons and the dollars ringing up simultaneously right before your eyes at the gas pump, it is just the same at each point along the merchandising chain. Get it? No payee monee no oilee. The large foreign currency reserves China has accumulated and will continue to accumulate in its foreign trade exports accounts will serve China well in this regard and for the long haul. The trillions of dollars of our national debt will not buy America ANY oil. 

November 6, 2007 Chinese and American television business news programs hosts I think well of reported that China already owns an oil company of its own that is bigger than the largest U. S. Big Oil company, the one founded as Standard Oil by John D. Rockefeller himself which is now merged with another Big Oil company and named Exxon Mobil. According to Neil Cavuto on his show Your World with Neil Cavuto the Chinese firm had its Initial Public Offering as PetroChina in the stock market today, a corporate Baby Huey weighing in as the world's first company valued at birth at over $1 Trillion, exceeding the values of Exxon Mobil and General Electric combined. Biz China hosted by Ja Thamrong and directed by Zhou Qianbin reported that PetroChina share prices tripled during this first day they were traded. Oh. Mom, remember trying to get me to finish your spinach by telling me to think of the poor starving children in China?Well . . . I think you can stop now. Oh. Right. You Gordon Gecko's sitting in fancy seats in America's Big Oil Companies, this may be a good time to buckle your seatbelts over your lederhosen.

When my mom was the Supervisor of the Special Services office in The Library of Congress handling congressional requests research and document prep she had one occasion to review almost every published source about oil. I read one of them titled The Seven Sisters: The Great Oil Companies and the World They Shaped by Anthony Sampson (NY Viking 1975). The U. S. Big Oil companies were called then and since simply The Seven Sisters. The book, which according to a review presently on Amazon.com is still an excellent primer on the politics of the U. S. oil industry even if it is a bit dated, started out if I remember rightly these 30 years later, describing the scene of a group of men who headed up the big U.S. oil companies having a meeting in a fine hotel informing the reader something like just a photograph of those men standing together talking would be enough to cause the lawyer in charge of the U. S. Justice Department Anti-Trust Division to break out in a cold sweat. That was the level of power America’s Big Oil Companies had, reaching just about everywhere in the world.

Like the Rev. Billy Graham unconcernedly said when he was told that Bill Clinton had not had sexual intercourse with Monica Lewinski it had been oral sex, however, "Times change." U. S. Presidents Bush and Bush following the usual Chinese idiom are referred to in China as Old Bush and Little Bush. America's former Big Oil companies, the proud and mighty Seven Sisters may, as the British say, find themselves at sixes and sevens to learn that they are probably being referred to now in China as The Little Sisters.

That's right . . . we're just going to have to turn the binoculars around and see things through them from the other end for a while. If you are a Judeo-Christian believer as I am, you may recognize we may be entering that period of history prophesied in The Bible when God will telescope history.

As a cherry on top of the cake just now too, the floating world oil markets price is threatening to penetrate the markets' psychological meltdown level of $100 per barrel. The Chairman of the 3d OPEC Summit, which also took place this eventful week in mid-November 2007, H. E. Abdallah Salim El-Badri was careful to say China is not to blame for the present short-term high crude oil prices. Some causes he mentioned include that there have been no new refineries built in the U. S. for 30 years and the present weak, falling U. S. dollar. He also emphasized the OPEC 3d Summit focus was not on short term prices but on long range management of production quotas to which OPEC was considering adding a long term production increment to deal with the booming oil markets in the future. 

Interestingly, a work by author Charles F. Kettering listed on the internet that references The Seven Sisters reveals that "According to a 1919 article in Scientific American, the automotive industry could not ignore the country's declining oil reserves. "The burden falls upon the engine," the editors said. "It must adapt itself to less volatile fuel, and it must be made to burn the fuel with less waste....Automotive engineers must turn their thoughts away from questions of speed and weight... and comfort and endurance" and focus on averting the calamity." YIKES! 1919 ! As the Chinese like to ask: Shenme? [ What is the meaning? ] Well, the meaning is they have been practicing whipping up a calamity based on an oil shortage for 88 years. A cynic might say they've just about got it perfect. This time, however, with China joining the circus it may be for real.

Megyn Kendall, the smart lawyer co-host with Bill Hemmer of the FOX News Channel’s excellent 2 hour morning newscast America’s Newsroom added a little spice to this whole nervous oil mix by reporting November 19 2007 - the Monday morning just after the 3d OPEC Summit - China may be in a wink and a nodagreement with Iran to help Iran along with its nuclear wishes in return for oil. The segment opened by Ms. Kelly asking pertly “Is China making a deal with the devil?" The program marquee asked OIL FOR NUKES? CHINA, IRAN AND A POSSIBLE DEVIL'S BARGIN [ sic ] and mentioned CHINA IS WORLD'S 2D LARGEST CONSUMER OF OIL AND THE THIRD LARGEST NET IMPORTER OF OIL.

Oil hit $100 a barrel the first trading day after New Year's Day 2008. The NYSE Dow Jones Industrial Average fell by the largest dollar amount of any first day of trading in history which was also the day before the unsettled Iowa caucuses in the 2008 U. S. Presidential Primary Election so the price of oil is injected directly into the tumblers and dialogues of the way America chooses its President.

Other at length discussions during this significant luncheon brought in also China's highest level police administration official who extended to me the privilege of opening to me personally every prison in China.

War with Taiwan was raised repeatedly, I three times reiterating my personal view that whatever China wanted to accomplish of significance with Taiwan could be done peaceably. Repetition has its value. The peaceable path we spoke of is mastered by spokeswoman Fan of the Taiwan Affairs Office of the State Council, the welcome appropriate successor of my friendly relationship with the Secretary General which was a special gift. As she continues with smiling da lu - island amicable relationships appearances I look forward to deepening in relationship with her its value for China. Spokeswoman Fan has that quality I have often admired in a woman of China marvellously articulated in I think it was perhaps Of Mice and Men by the late great American author John Steinbeck with the inexplicably evocative word Sand.

A further topic of great interest to the Chinese was probing my personal view of The Dalai Lama. As is my general practice on all issues, I do not reveal here anything about this topic I spoke about in confidence to China.

There has just now been a major development in the picaresque story of The Dalai Lama and China as the U. S. Congress on Wednesday October 17 2007 awarded him The Congressional Gold Medal in a solemn ceremony in The Capitol Rotunda. [The overwhelming Congressional emphasis in this case is quite unusual. Usually such things as the Medal of Freedom are given by the President and ordinarily in The White House. Such awards are usually denominated as The American Medal for something. One might wonder why the Congressional Gold Medal was given The Dalai Lama? I saw a news item at the time of the award that I understood to indicate about the undoubtedly sincere new Speaker of the House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi, whom at least as fellow former Marylanders and present Californians I find there are at least two things we have in common and I take this opportunity to express my great respect for the Speaker yet from whose political record my personal political position is probably as distant along the American political philosophy spectrum as is possible to describe, Nancy Pelosi made her political career on The Dalai Lama. 

That may be a bit harsh and I do not vouch for its absolute correctness. Still, plugging their two names into the Internet reveals many stories fairly gushing with their long warm relationship. 'Nuf said.] China responded quite graciously I thought with a public statement of willingness, subject to a few tiao jian, that is conditions, to meet with him to reach together a modus vivendi. I express my respect and support for all parties who are playing a role in this matter in which there are certain tensions and stresses. Although I am not a Buddhist and as a Christian do not pretend to believe in the things Buddhists believe in, when I encounter a Buddhist monk I take the small time and trouble to make sustained eye contact, place one hand over my heart and with the other draw a large cross in the air in front of me to indicate my spiritual identity, then place my hands palms together in the image in the West of one praying but in the East of one expressing mutual respect and nod or bow slightly to the Buddhist in a simple gesture of goodwill, solidarity and affirmation. I am a religious believer, a Christian and I here and now send a prayer to the One I worship of whom it is written a door opened by Him cannot be closed and a door closed by Him cannot be opened, to keep this door open.

During the second week of January 2008, China hosted Admiral Keating in an extensive round of V.I.P. sessions and meetings with all sorts of the highest level officials, both military and civil. Including Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi. Admiral Keating also visited Chinese military collegial counterparts at the Chinese Academy of Military Sciences. These sessions were broadcast at least a dozen times that I saw on the BizChina and other programs of the CCTV news. In fact Admiral Keating held a Press Conference broadcast by CCTV. 

The headline banner on CCTV said KEATING - CHINA. Not USA – China. KEATING - CHINA. This is most unusual and must be understood as an express statement by China. The meaning is China understands that Admiral Keating and the U. S. Navy are not responsible for the Dalai Lama incident in the U. S. Capitol and their punishment by China for that had been misplaced and they deserved to have their face completely restored to one of complete clarity. The end of one of the CCTV broadcasts finished with a long silent picture of the U. S. Capitol Building. The meaning is China understands that House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, to whom the U. S. Constitution does not give the power to conduct the foreign relations of the United States but reserves that to the President alone bludgeoned her way into a delicate foreign relations matter affecting the China – USA relationship and caused great turmoil. The USS Kittyhawk and Admiral Keating had been mistakenly punished by China for something they had nothing to do with. It is a great strength of China to understand very profoundly the importance of face and relationships. China has now shown great face to Admiral Keating and stated he can play a constructive role in China – USA relations. China thus wisely and adroitly plucked that misplaced thorn from the China – USA relationship. The ominous silent one minute picture of the U. S. Capitol expresses clearly that China understands the source of the problem and the punishment, if any, that is to be decided is appropriate will likely fall on her and or the Congress. This is the clumsy kind of thing that caused the USA in 1789 to trade in Congressional Government under the old Articles of Confederation for one with a strong Executive. Still, like the well known in China old woman who meddles into things not really intended for her Speaker Pelosi did her thing and storm clouds sprang up and rained, on Admiral Keating as it turned out. As it seems all has now been properly sorted out, I would just like to make two gentle observations. 1. Go Navy. 2. OK China.
