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Secrets of Mary Magdalene 
 

Program Description 
 
Secrets of Mary Magdalene strips away the veils of history to reveal the flesh and blood 
woman who served as Jesus' foremost apostle and possibly the love of his life. Based 
on the nonfiction book "Secrets of Mary Magdalene" by bestselling authors Dan 
Burstein and Arne De Keijzer, this documentary special uncovers the latest information 
on one of the world's most controversial religious figures.  
 
Mary Magdalene—a sinner and prostitute, or the secret wife of Jesus and leader of his 
church? Secrets of Mary Magdalene takes an enlightening look at the apostle of 
apostles; from her role in Early Christianity and place of importance among the 
Christians of Medieval France, to the 20th century discovery of ancient texts that shed 
new light on this mysterious woman.  
  
Secrets of Mary Magdalene, directed by award winning filmmaker Rob Fruchtman and 
narrated by Marisa Berenson, was shot on Hi-Definition and features many of the 
leading experts in the field including Susan Haskins, author of Mary Magdalen: Myth 
and Metaphor; Elaine Pagels, author of The Gnostic Gospels; and Deirdre Good author 
of Mariam, The Magdalen, and The Mother. The film was produced by Hidden 
Treasures Productions, Inc and Stuart B. Rekant served as Executive Producer. 
 
Mary Magdalene's reputation as the "bad girl" of the Bible has persisted for over 1400 
years. The blockbuster status of The DaVinci Code has sent millions of people in search 
of information about the elusive Magdalene and inspired a firestorm of debate among 
believers and non believers alike. Secrets of Mary Magdalene looks at Mary 
Magdalene's historical impact and emerging legacy as a spiritual role model for the 21st 
century.  
 



Secrets of Mary Magdalene 
 

Program Synopsis 
 
Mary Magdalene—a sinner and prostitute, or the secret wife of Jesus and leader 
of his church?  
 

Secrets of Mary Magdalene strips away the veils of history to reveal the flesh and blood 
woman who served as Jesus' foremost apostle and possibly the love of his life. 
This documentary takes a deep look at the image of Mary Magdalene; from her role in 
Early Christianity and place of importance among the Christians of Medieval France, to 
the 20th century discovery of ancient texts that shed new light on this mysterious 
woman.                              
 
Secrets of Mary Magdalene examines Mary Magdalene's role in the early Christian 
church as the pivotal witness to the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.  The New 
Testament reveals that Jesus appeared only before Mary Magdalene and Peter. Yet, 
many scholars believe an effort was made on the part of the early Church to confuse 
Mary Magdalene with other unidentified sinners in the Bible; therefore branding  her a 
prostitute for centuries to come. Mary Magdalene’s significance in the origins of 
Christianity may have been overlooked. Was this an effort to suppress a powerful 
female apostle, or to simply streamline the gospels? 
 
In the 11th Century, Mary Magdalene developed a cult-like following in Western Europe. 
This documentary traces the legend of Mary Magdalene from Palestine to the Cathari of 
southern France. The Cathari revered Mary Magdalene and were also believed to be 
the keepers of the Holy Grail. The Legend of the Holy Grail evolved from a chalice to 
Mary Magdalene herself, and the belief that she was secretly married to Jesus and 
mother of his child. The Cathari would be exterminated for their heresy in the massacre 
of 1244.     
 
In 1945, a farmer in Upper Egypt discovered ancient papyrus codices buried for nearly 
2000 years. The Gnostic Gospels would transform Mary Magdalene into a pivotal figure 
of early Christianity, and reveal startling new information about the struggle for power 
that arose after Jesus' death. Secrets of Mary Magdalene discusses the significance of 
these non-canonical Gnostic Gospels and the teachings that Jesus shared with Mary 
alone.  
 
The stunning discovery of the Gnostic Gospels and their image of Mary Magdalene as a 
leader among the apostles has had a significant impact. In 1969 the Vatican sought to 
clarify Pope Gregory's miscasting of her as a sinner and began referring to her as a 
disciple of Christ.  
 
The roles thrust upon Mary Magdalene over the ages have varied more than any other 
biblical figure. For many modern women, her greatest role today may be as the symbol 
of the sacred feminine they find missing in traditional religion. 

 



Secrets of Mary Magdalene 
 

Expert Bios 
 

Diane Apostolos-Cappadona 
 

Diane Apostolos-Cappadona, Ph.D., is adjunct professor in the Center for Muslim-Christian 
Understanding and adjunct professor in Art and Culture in the Liberal Studies Program at 
Georgetown University. A renowned lecturer and writer, she has also been a contributor to 
and editor of dozens of volumes on Christian history and theology. She is preparing the 
introduction for the reprint edition of Sacred and Profane Beauty: The Holy Art by Gerardus 
van der Leeuw; an edited volume, Sources and Documents in the History of Christian Art; 
and a textbook, The Art of the World's Religions. 
 
Lesa Bellevie 
 

Lesa Bellevie is the founder of Magdalene.org and author of "The Complete Idiot's Guide to 
Mary Magdalene." She has been writing and speaking about Mary Magdalene since 1998, 
focusing a great deal on the response to "The Da Vinci Code" since its 2003 release. Ms. 
Bellevie has been interviewed for local, national, and international newspapers and 
magazines, radio programs and television documentaries. Among her current projects is a 
weblog called "The Magdalene Review" (http://www.magdalenereview.org), in which she 
tracks media references and recent scholarship about Mary Magdalene. 
 
Dan Burstein 
 

Dan Burstein (editor) launched Squibnocket Partners, an innovative content development 
company, in 2003 with his business partner Arne J. de Keijzer. In 2004, they created the 
Secrets series. Their first book in the series was the New York Times bestselling Secrets 
of the Code: The Unauthorized Guide to the Mysteries Behind the Da Vinci Code, which, in 
addition to being a global best seller, has won widespread praise as the leading secular 
multi-perspective guidebook  to The Da Vinci Code phenomenon and related subjects of 
interest .  In addition to the path breaking Secrets of the Code, the Secrets series includes 
Secrets of Angels & Demons, Secrets of the Widow's Son, and  now, Secrets of Mary 
Magdalene.  Altogether, the Secrets series has more than 3 million copies in print and has 
been translated in over 30 languages. 
 
Deirdre Good 

 

Deirdre Good is Professor of New Testament at the General Theological Seminary in New 
York City. She has published books on noncanonical material, and on Matthew's Gospel. 
 Mariam, the Magdalen, and the Mother was published in 2005 (Indiana U Press). Her most 
recent book is Jesus and Family Values due in October 2006 from Church Publishing. She 
has been interviewed on The Gospel of Judas at 
http://www.trinitywallstreet.org/resources/article.php?id=699 and was one of several 
scholars appearing in the History Channel special on the DaVinci Code. 
 



Susan Haskins 
 

Susan Haskins’s Mary Magdalen:  Myth & Metaphor was a New York Times ‘Notable Book 
of the Year’ in 1994.  She is an independent art and cultural historian, and while living in 
Italy worked for the Harvard Center for Renaissance Studies in Florence.  She was co-
author of European Art in the Victoria and Albert Museum (London, 1983), and contributed 
to Drawing and Painting the Figure (London, 1983).  She has published articles on different 
aspects of the idea of Mary Magdalen, including an entry in the Encyclopedia of Medieval 
Folklore (New York, 2000).  She has broadcast on radio, appeared on television and 
lectured widely in the United States and Canada.  Her next book, Three Marian Writings, is 
to be published in 2007 by Chicago University Press.  She lives in London. 
 
Elaine Pagels 

 

After receiving her doctorate from Harvard University in 1970, Elaine Pagels taught at 
Barnard College, where she chaired the Department of Religion, and Columbia University. 
She is currently the Harrington Spear Paine Professor of Religion at Princeton University. 
Professor Pagels has participated with other scholars in editing several texts from Nag 
Hammadi and has written three other books, The Johannine Gospel in Gnostic Exegesis; 
The Gnostic Paul: Gnostic Exegesis of the Pauline Letters; and most recently, Adam, Eve, 
and the Serpent. The Gnostic Gospels won the National Book Critics Circle Award and the 
National Book Award in 1980. In 1981 she was awarded a MacArthur Prize Fellowship. She 
lives in New York City. 
 
Jean Pierre Ruiz 

 

Jean-Pierre Ruiz teaches and conducts research in the area of biblical studies and 
Hispanic/ Latino Theology. He earned the doctorate in biblical studies from the Pontifical 
Gregorian University in Rome, with a dissertation titled Ezekiel in the Apocalypse: The 
Transformation of Prophetic Language in Revelation 16:17-19:10. Past-President of the 
Academy of Catholic Hispanic Theologians of the United States, he is Editor in Chief of the 
Journal of Hispanic / Latino Theology and an Associate Editor of the Catholic Biblical 
Quarterly. He chairs the Computer Committee of the Catholic Biblical Association of 
America and has a special interest in the use of information technology in biblical 
scholarship. He is a member of the research team of the American Bible Society's New 
Media Translations Program, which has produced award-winning multimedia translations of 
biblical texts on CD-ROM and on the World Wide Web. 
 
Dr. Jane Schaberg 
 

Dr Jane Schaberg is Professor of Religious Studies and Women’s Studies at University of 
Detroit Mercy. Dr. Schaberg teaches feminist interpretation, biblical studies and 
introductions to religious studies and women’s studies. Her publications have dealt mainly 
with the New Testament, including a commentary on the New Testament Infancy 
Narratives, on the Gospel of Luke, and on feminist contributions to historical and literary 
research. Her latest book is The Resurrection of Mary Magdalene: Legends, Apocrypha and 
Christian Testament (Continuum 2003). Her book The Illegitimacy of Jesus will be published 
by Phoenix Sheffield Press in a 20th anniversary edition in 2006. Schaberg holds a B.A. 
from Manhattanville College, an M.A. from Columbia University and a Ph.D. from Union 
Theological Seminary NYC. 
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Directed by 
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Erika Dutton 

 
 

Written by 
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Hidden Treasures Productions, Inc. 
 
 

Hidden Treasures Productions, Inc. is an award winning television production company 
specializing in nonfiction programming.   
 
SECRETS OF MARY MAGDALENE is Hidden Treasures' most recent production. This 
documentary film, shot on high definition, is based the newest nonfiction book by best 
selling authors Dan Burstein’s and Arne De Keijzer. The film provides the latest 
information on one of the world's most controversial religious figures.  
 
Among Hidden Treasures’ other recent productions is SECRETS OF ANGELS, 
DEMONS & MASONS which is based on the nonfiction books by best-selling authors 
Dan Burstein’s and Arne De Keijzer. SECRETS OF ANGELS, DEMONS & MASONS is 
a two part documentary special which exposes the truth behind the secret societies in 
Dan Brown's thrillers. 
 
Other Hidden Treasures' credits include LIFE ON THE LINE, a drama starring Ally 
Sheedy, based on the true story of a woman’s courageous battle against breast cancer 
which premiered on Oxygen and TRUST ME, a feature documentary, which follows 
Muslim, Jewish, and Christian boys at an interfaith summer camp in the aftermath of 
September 11th.  This inspirational film premiered on Showtime and  has won a number 
of awards including the 2004 Wilbur Award, which recognizes excellence in 
communication of religious themes in secular media, as well as the Vision Award at the 
2003 RiverRun International Film Festival and a Parents’ Choice Award.  



Marisa Berenson – Narrator 
 

 
Marisa Berenson is a critically acclaimed actress, international fashion model, author, 
and cosmetics and fragrance entrepreneur.  
 
Ms. Berenson was born into an aristocratic family. Her father was Robert L. Berenson 
an American diplomat; her mother is Marchesa Cicciapuoti di Guilliano. She is the 
grand-daughter of legendary fashion designer Elsa Schiaparelli, and art historian and 
collector Bernard Berenson. 
 
Ms. Berenson's launched her film career starring in Luchino Visconti's Death in Venice. 
She went on to be nominated for an Academy Award for her role as Natalie Landauer in 
Bob Fosse's Caberet, and hailed for her performance in Stanley Kubrick's Barry 
Lyndon.  Ms Berenson's many film credits include: Blake Edward's S.O.B., Clint 
Eastwood's White Hunter, Black Heart and Luis Galvao Teles' Women.  
 
Ms. Berenson has also starred in the award-winning television series Playing for Time 
with Vanessa Redgrave, and Hemingway with Stacey Keach, as well as appearing in 
many European films and TV series. She is also well known in legitimate theatre circles, 
starring in Philip Barry's Holiday, and on Broadway in The Roundtable Theatre 
Company's production of Noel Coward's Design for Living. 
 
Marisa Berenson, as one of the world's top international fashion models, has graced the 
covers of Vogue, Elle, and Harper's Bazaar, along with Time and Newsweek. Most 
recently she was featured on the cover of Italian Vogue and Paris Match.In January 
2006, Ms. Berenson launched her new skin care line Fabuleuse. She is also the author 
of Dressing Up and Au delà du Miroir.  
 
Ms. Berenson is a UNESCO "Artist for Peace" and she directs the UNESCO-Berry 
Berenson Perkins Fund "The Power of Culture", a UNESCO program which supports 
children affected by conflict and natural disasters with educational, artistic, and creative 
initiatives. 



 
Stuart B. Rekant – Executive Producer 

 
 
Stuart B. Rekant is a television producer with extensive experience as an entertainment 
and communications executive and entrepreneur.   
 
"Secrets of Mary Magdalene" is Mr. Rekant's most recent production. He served as 
executive producer of this documentary film based on Dan Burstein's and Arne De 
Keijzer's latest nonfiction book. Shot on high-definition, "Secrets of Mary Magdalene" 
strips away the veils of history and legend to reveal the flesh and blood woman who 
served as Jesus’ foremost apostle, and possibly the love of his life. 
   
"Secrets of Angels, Demons and Masons" was Mr. Rekant's first association with Dan 
Burstein and Arne de Keijzer. The documentary special focuses on the secret societies 
of Dan Brown's thrillers based on the bestselling nonfiction book Secrets of Angels and 
Demons. Also among his recent credits is "Trust Me," The 2004 Wilbur Award winning 
documentary produced by Mr. Rekant for Showtime. This inspirational film about 
overcoming prejudices and fears at an interfaith summer camp was also a recipient of a 
Parents' Choice Award and a Vision Award at the RiverRun International Film Festival in 
2003.  
 
Mr. Rekant is president of Hidden Treasures Productions, Inc. an award winning 
television production company specializing in nonfiction programming. Prior to his 
founding of Hidden Treasures in 2002, Mr. Rekant conceived and produced a number of 
series for cable television under the US News Productions and Non Fiction Films 
banners including "The Life and Times of Jesus" (TLC), "Gunfighters of the West", 
recipient of a Cine Golden Eagle (TLC) and "Divine Magic, The World of the 
Supernatural" (Discovery Channel). As one of the early producers of biographies for 
A&E, Mr. Rekant was responsible for some of the strand’s most enduring titles, 
including "George Washington", "Ben Franklin" and "Michelangelo". 



Rob Fruchtman – Director 
 
 
Rob Fruchtman is an award-winning documentary director, producer and editor. Mr. 
Fruchtman most recently completed the one-hour documentary special SECRETS OF 
MARY MAGDALENE, which strips away the veils of history to reveal the flesh and blood 
woman who served as Jesus' foremost apostle.  In 2005 he helmed SECRETS OF 
ANGELS, DEMONS AND MASONS a two hour documentary special which exposes the 
truth behind the secret societies behind Dan Brown's thrillers.  
 
In 2004, he made SAMURAI SPORTSMAN a reality series for OLN in which the host 
uses his samurai training to master new challenges. In 2003, he finished TRUST ME, 
an award-winning one hour documentary for Showtime featuring 33 Christian, Jewish 
and Islamic boys at an interfaith camp in North Carolina. He won the Best Documentary 
Director award at the 2002 Sundance Film Festival for his feature documentary, 
SISTER HELEN, which aired on HBO in November 2003.  
 
Mr. Fruchtman has circled the globe to make compelling documentaries, such as IN 
SEARCH OF CHINA, THE BODY ADORNED and ON THE EDGE OF BEING for PBS, 
and THE LAST OF THE INCAS for Showtime.  For Reader’s Digest’s Global Television, 
Mr. Fruchtman made ANCIENT SPLENDORS, executive produced NATURE’S GREAT 
EVENTS (co-produced with the BBC), INCREDIBLE JOURNEYS AROUND THE 
WORLD for PBS, and films on Australia and China for Reader's Digest Global 
Television and Video Division.  
 
He has also made many programs featuring the arts, including DANCE NEW YORK 
(WNET’s City Arts), a profile of Elliot Feld and Paul Taylor which won a NY Emmy; ISO 
DANCE THEATER (PBS), a dance special with former Momix and Pilobolus dancers, 
recipient of five Los Angeles Emmys; KRONOS: MUSIC OF OUR TIME (PBS), a 
portrait of the Kronos Quartet with Philip Glass and John Cage; and THE CREATION 
OF OMO (PBS), a dance special with the San Francisco Ballet.  
 
Mr. Fruchtman began his career as a dialogue and sound editor on many feature films, 
including QUIZ SHOW, BACKDRAFT, THE UNBEARABLE LIGHTNESS OF BEING, 
BLUE VELVET, SINGLE WHITE FEMALE, WILLOW and many others, working closely 
with directors such as Robert Redford, Ron Howard, Philip Kaufman and David Lynch. 



Erika Dutton – Supervising Producer 
 

 

Erika Dutton is Vice President of Production at Hidden Treasures Productions, Inc.  She 
has extensive background in all areas of production, including production management, 
line producing, and location managing. She has produced independent films, Television 
programs, music videos and commercials for such companies as Lifetime Networks, 
Dreamworks Records and Sears & Roebuck. In addition, Erika has supervised the New 
York production units on several Bollywood film shoots. 
 
Prior to joining HTP, Ms. Dutton produced the spring break special AN AMERICAN 
REALITY for Pay-Per-View. She also worked as unit production manager on the 
independent film DISTRESS, which is currently touring film festivals in the Northeast. 
She was the in-house line producer at Lorne Michael’s Burlybear Network, supervising 
production on shows which aired on TBS Superstation. At Burlybear, Ms. Dutton also 
produced original projects for the VAN WILDER DVD released by Artisan 
Entertainment. 
 
In 2005, Ms. Dutton produced SECRETS OF ANGELS DEMONS AND MASONS, a 
two-hour documentary special which exposes the secret societies of Dan Brown's 
thrillers and is set to air this spring on PBS affiliates across the country. Most recently 
Ms. Dutton just finished production on SECRETS OF MARY MAGDALENE, a one hour 
documentary special shot on high definition, which explores the legends and truths 
behind the Bible's most mysterious woman.  



Lori Nelson – Writer 
��

Lori Nelson is a writer, producer, and development executive with over two decades of 
experience in every media venue from broadcast television and feature films to the 
Internet. A graduate of UCLA Lori began her career in the Los Angeles film industry, 
spent several years as a print journalist, and then moved to New York, where she 
started her communications company, N * Vision Productions. She has written and/or 
produced non-fiction television series for Disney, A & E, Discovery, The Learning 
Channel, and the History Channel.  
 
N * Vision Productions specializes in content development and multi-media packages, 
including branding strategies, marketing, public relations, and political media. Nelson's 
latest multi-media package was the hard-hitting program on race in America, "The 
Birmingham Summit" produced by Newsweek and MSNBC.  
 
Recently Ms. Nelson was the writer for SECRETS OF ANGELS DEMONS AND 
MASONS, a two-hour documentary special which exposes the secret societies of Dan 
Brown's thrillers and   SECRETS OF MARY MAGDALENE, a one hour documentary 
special which explores the legends and truths behind the Bible's most mysterious 
woman. 

 


