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Spitzer reverses decision on Hindu 
Temple Society 
By Scott Sieber 
07/28/2005

Attorney General Eliot Spitzer recently stepped into the court battle between the Hindu 
Temple Society of North America and six of its devotees, who have been battling each 
other since 2001 over who has the right to rule. 

In a ruling last summer, trial court judge Justice Joseph G. Golia restructured the temple, 
imposing elections and a $5 membership requirement on the temple rather than allowing 
the temple to govern itself through a Board of Trustees in the traditional Hindu manner, 
according to representatives from the Beckett Fund, a law firm representing the temple.

Spitzer reversed the decision last month, 
stating in his brief that he "agrees with the 
acting board that as a matter of statutory 
interpretation, a ... 'free church' like the 
Society is governed by a self-perpetuating 
board of trustees. Thus, any bylaws 
supposedly adopted by ... a religious 
corporation that authorize the election of a 
board by the church's membership are null 
and void as a matter of law," 

The six members sued the temple asking 
for a different system of government after 
several disagreements stemming from what 
they said was questionable accounting in 
the $6 million of construction done at the 
temple over recent years. 

"The attorney general argues that the prior 
mistaken decision of the New York 
Appellate Court can be reversed," said 
Becket Fund counsel Roman Storzer. "And it certainly should, to avoid becoming the first 
constitutional decision in this nation's history permitting the government to decide how 
religious institutions will be run."

The support from the attorney general sends the case back to appellate court.

"The court has the opportunity to reverse its prior decision which would lead to a result 
that the society would run with a self-perpetuating board of trustees and not with a 
congregational style leadership," Storzer said.

Reach reporter Scott Sieber by e-mail at news@timesledger.com or by phone at 718-229-
0300, Ext. 138. 
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