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Attorney General Eliot Spitzer recently stepped into the court battle between the Hindu
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V\;J Ith Temple Society of North America and six of its devotees, who have been battling each to 50% d'SCfOIUmSI at
eather i H 0zens of local
other since 2001 over who has the right to rule. restaurants and
OPINION businesses.
Editorials In a ruling last summer, trial court judge Justice Joseph G. Golia restructured the temple, S':L'J"I‘B%gglggggsv
Columnists imposing elections and a $5 membership requirement on the temple rather than allowing

the temple to govern itself through a Board of Trustees in the traditional Hindu manner,

Readers Write . . . .
according to representatives from the Beckett Fund, a law firm representing the temple.
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Spitzer reversed the decision last month,

stating in his brief that he "agrees with the
acting board that as a matter of statutory
interpretation, a ... 'free church’ like the
Society is governed by a self-perpetuating
board of trustees. Thus, any bylaws
supposedly adopted by ... a religious
corporation that authorize the election of a
board by the church's membership are null
and void as a matter of law,"

The six members sued the temple asking
for a different system of government after
several disagreements stemming from what
they said was questionable accounting in
the $6 million of construction done at the
temple over recent years.

"The attorney general argues that the prior
mistaken decision of the New York
Appellate Court can be reversed," said

Becket Fund counsel Roman Storzer. "And it certainly should, to avoid becoming the first
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constitutional decision in this nation's history permitting the government to decide how

religious institutions will be run."

The support from the attorney general sends the case back to appellate court.

"The court has the opportunity to reverse its prior decision which would lead to a result

that the society would run with a self-perpetuating board of trustees and not with a
congregational style leadership," Storzer said.

Reach reporter Scott Sieber by e-mail at news@timesledger.com or by phone at 718-229-

0300, Ext. 138.

TIMESLEDGER
PHOTO ALBUM

Browse and buy
photographs of events
taken by our
photographers

ADVERTISEMENT
Save Thousands
in 2005!
Consolidate debt,
pay off credit cards
lower monthly bill:
with Sterling
National Mortgage

ADVERTISE

Ask about
DISPLAY & INTERNE
ADS

and CLASSIFIEDS
Check out our
coverage area in th



Classic Games ©Times Ledger 2005 MEDIA KIT

G For Pri
ames For Frizes CONTACT US

E1Email to a friend  [E Voice your opinion &, Printer-friendly ‘T Top Send a letter to the
editor, report a
Story or event

SEARCH: g Site g Google — @ Advanced Search

News Jobs Cars Real Estate Classifieds Dining Out Queens Virtual Mall Queens Links Yellow Pages Subscriptions Maps

Subscriptions | About Us | Contact Us | Media Kit
Copyright © 1995 - 2004 TimesLedger Newspapers. All Rights Reserved.
Supported by Zwire, PowerOne Media, Inc.



